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funds of the latter were now diverted.
Even members of the royal family were
buried in churches of the friars. The com-
petition also embittered the parish clergy,
When consciences were touched, men and
women wished to make confession to their
new guides, who* were empowered by the
Pope to usurp this function of the parish
priest. But the friars went successfully on
their way, supported by the Pope and also
by the best of the English bishops. Soon
bishops and archbishops were chosen from
their number. Friars sat on the throne of
Canterbury in the thirteenth century. Thus
strong forces, spiritual and ecclesiastical, were
on their side, and they were able to organize
a new thing, a comprehensive system for
collecting money. Needless to say, each
Order acted for itself, and in competition
with the other friars as much as with the
older religious forces of the country. And
each Order acted for itself as a whole. Every
friar belonged to the whole Order directly,
and not, as was the case with the monastic
Orders, through his membership of a particular
house belonging to the federation, Benedictine,
Cistercian, or other. Thus there was a mobility
about the friars that enabled them to regard
England, and indeed Christendom, as a